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FINE SUGGESTION.

AST week’s Red Cross Bulletin, printed Saturday, |

made mention of, and endorsed, a suggestion which

originated with Paul Lange. The West Virginian
begs leave to add its endorsement ta that of the Red Cross.
It would be a fine thing—fine for the people who have
boys in the army, fine for the city of Fairmont and fine for
the Republic—if this idea could be caried out, and we
think that an effort ouglit to be made to carry it outl.  Not
" a perfunctory little attempt that will roll over and play
dead if the first effort is not conspicuously successful, but a
good, honest, whole souled effort that will not acknowledge
the possibility of fatlure nor quit until everything is going
smoothly.

Briefly Mr. Lange's idea is that all the people of Fair-
mont should meet once a month. say, to talk over and make
plans for the welfare of the young men who have gone
forth from this city to ﬁﬂht for their counlry and the cause
of civilization. Letters from them could be read and many
other things that would develop from time to time could be
done.

At the start these meetings ought to be presided over by
some superlatively tactful person who has an abundant sup-
ply of the milk of human kindness. This is no longer a
small town. People do not kiow each other and all about
each other as they do in smaller places. As they did in
Fairmont only a few years back. for instance. Bul the
common bond ought to draw together the people who have
young relatives in the various branches of the national ser-
vice, and if they all attended the meetings would be quite
large at the beginning. Soon others would go—it would
be hard to keep away from such a human gathering—and
in the end genuine community meetings would result.

And that would, as we have said hefore, do the young
soldiers, the town and the nation a lot of good. No one
in Fairmont could take the lead in such a matter with bet-
ter prospects of eventual success than Mayor Bowen. The
Red Cross ought to put it in his hands and fix a date for
‘the first meeting soon after the Jast of the National army
soldiers get to camp. In the meantime the plan should be
communicated to all the young men so that they could have
good létters on hand for the opening gathering. We ven-
ture that those who arc working on the railroads in France,
in the hospitals back of the British line in Flanders and
chasing U-boats in the broad Atlantic or serving in remote
parts of the world with the marines could write letters that
most of us would travel many miles to hear. Nor would
the létters from the training camps be without interest. Let's

et action on this right away.
: pentant and unashamed'’ note to be of any marked
, it seems to us, Just at present Germany is an armed
- camp, and is ruled absolutely by as brutal a military ma-
“chine as the world ever knew, but that does not alter the
fact that the leaders of the machine are afraid of the Ger-
man public and every step toward peace must be taken
; y and with nice caleulation regarding its effect
_upon public opinion. Unless we keep that condition stead-
ily in mind here in the United States we are apt to be sur
rised by the turm of events,
The German reply does not speak of peace in definite
They know at Berlin as well as they know at Lon-
s Paris and Washington the kind of terms that Ger-
many must offer to bring the war to an end, But they
als6 know at Berlin that if these terms or anything near
‘them were mentioned starkly the German people, who in
& main are ignorant of the desperateness of the Teutonie
tuation, would first be shocked as no people has been
ted since the war began, and then, in all likelihood,
1d go to pieces in another way, and for another teason,
for the purposes of the military situation, quite as badly
the Russians did.
 Realizing this the military chiefs who dominate every-
thisg at Berlin ignore the past and even the fateful pres-

THE CERMAN REPLY.

OMMENT on the German reply to the Pope’s peace
gesture yesterday ran a little too strong on the “‘unre-

»

ent and talk about the future in the reply to the P
Their reply. when taken in comection with the traditiopal
German attitude toward limitation of armament and arhi-
tration for international differences shows that the Potsdam
crowd is looking for a soft place to light. If it can fool
the world and through the Pope procure a peace that in
fact would be a truce, well and good, but if that is impos-
sible, why the German public will be familiarized with the
fact that the war was a tragic blunder from start to finish,
and the “terms™ for which the world is clamoring will be
stated in due time.

Chancellor Michaelis speaks of “the sick body of hu-
man society,” but it is apparent that human society is not
nearly so sick as the military oligarchy of Prussia, [t
knows that it cannot last more than another winter and it
does not know what is going to happen to it when it finally
throws up its hands in token of surrender, and that adds
to the agony. Peace would be a simple thing for the mas-
ter minds of Germany if they merely had to deal with the

enemy.
A Public Ledger, of Philadelphia, government control

and operation of soft coal mines is being seriously
thought of in the national capital, and there is prospect
that strong pressure will be brought to bear upon Dr. Harry
A. Garfield, the coal administrator, in favor of it. The
danger of a serious shortage in " fuel, apparently, has®
alarmed public utilities and managers of industrial plants
and they are beginning to rush to Washington and demand
protection.

What the outcome of this sort of clamor will be no one
can tell. It may oe that it will depend largely upon the
attitude of the operators themselves. The legislation under
which the mining industry is being controlled is quite com-
prehensive. It gives the government such varied and vast
powers that any effort to force its hand would quite likely
prove a complete failure, and might prove expensive to
those behind the movement,

For instance, in addition to the power to fix the price
the President, if he deems it necessary, through the coal
administrator, may in the interest of the national defense,
require all producers ta sell their product only to the Unit-
ed States through some agency he designates on: a basis
of a fair and just profit over and above the cost of produc-
tion. Or the government can take over the plant and oper-
ate it outright. This latter power is so broad that under
it the government can take one plant and let the next one
alone. This provision was put in the act, apparently, so
that there would be a method of controlling any “'little band
of wilful'"” operators.

Most of the uneasiness about fuel conditions this winter
is due largely to the uncertainty which Dr. Garfield's delay
in announcing his complete program has created. He has
been away from Washinglon for some time, but according
to dispatches from there, is expected early this week, If
that means that-we are to know before this week ends just
what the government hopes to do in the matter coal men
can begin to make plans and it will be possible to get some
line upon what the production outlook for the winter is
going to be. That may have the effect of putting produc-
tion back to the condition which prevailed prior to August.

And that, plus an adequate car supply. might make it
enlirely unnecessary for the government to run amuck in
the industry, taking over mines, commandeering output and
generally breaking up trade relationships which operators
have been years in building up. and upon which they de-
pend for profitable business when the war ends and the
war time powers of the government over the industry ends
with it. The government can control the coal industry in
its every detail and put the corporations and individuals
that own the propertics out of business for the duration of
the war if it wants to. [f it went the limit there would
be confusion almost inextricable after the war is over. In-
deed it might turn out that government control would never |
end. It is the better part of wisdom therefore for the oper-
ators to do what they can to keep the government's fingers

out of their business as much as possible.
e

To Lhe graduate nurses of West Virginla who are as-
semibling here today for their state convention Fairmont
extends a hearty welcome., Yours is a noble and self-
sacvificing calling, and this city feels honored in having
an opportunity to extend hospitality to you.

COAL CONTROL'S FUTURE.
CCORDING to a dispatch from Washington to the

Because of some words that were passed in debate
two members of the Argentine Chamber of Deputies
fought a duel with swords Saturday, but action on the
resolution to suspend diplomatic relations with Ger-
many wes held up because the foreign office at Berlin
has made a hypocritival disavownl of Luxburg's actions.
The punectillo goes in personal affairs, but the national
honor ean go hang, But that s belove the country has
been heard from on the suspension of action on the res-
olution.

a

Clarksburg 1is planning to make a vigorote kick
agninst an Increase |~ gas rates for that town. No won-
der. They have got so used to boasting about cheap gas
in Clarksburg that they will have to learn an entirely
new hooster song when the rates go up—and they are
going to go up in spite of the kicks.

Senator LaFollette attacked the newspapers of the
country durlng a speech he made at Toledo ryesterday.
He charged that they are controlled by the war party,
the financlal interests. This Is old stuff. The fitst thing
the Wisconsin solon knows some of the Berlin editors
will be suing him for infringement.

P
o

Anybow If the financial interests had conspired to
bring on our entrance into the war—which they did not
—they guessed badly, for they are going to pay most
of the cost. And they had the experlence of England
before them to warn that this would be the ease. The
truth is that the United States went into the war to pro-
tect American interests and rights and the action was
demanded not by the newspapers, nor the financial in-
terets, nor any other class, but by the whole American
people,

Yesterday Seeretary of War Baker review the Raln-
bow division which is being prepared for transport to
France at Mineola and the dispatches note the fact that
it was the firast time he had ever seen a whole division
of United States soldiers on review. Which is a remind-
er that we have made some sstonighing military ad-
vances in this country in the past few years. It is quite
probable that previous to the time DPresident Taft sent
the regulars to the Mexican border to keep an eye on
the situation In Mexico there were officers in the army
who graduated from West Point and had epent years
in the service who never had seen a whole division of
United States troops at one time, That In spite of the
fact taht it s not so long ago that we fought a foreign
wWar.

SHORT AND SNAPPY

A huge apple crop In New York state {s reported, but
this will have nothing whatever to do with pricég—ex-
cept possibly to raise them.—Charleston Mail,

—_———

It isn’t long aiter Field Marshal Haig delivers an at-
tack against the German forces until he dellvers the
goods.—Uniontown Evening Genius
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Editorial Comment

on Current Subjects

CAUSE OF FUEL SHORTAGE AND
HIGH PRICES.
Thos. K. Maher in Coal and Coke Opa1-
ator.

After witnessing all of the more or
iess stirring events in the coal trado
hereabouls, and also in the Natlounal
and State capitols during the past year,
an unbiased observer must be con
vinced that the price of coal is nor-
mal and without manipulation, n {ac
we are convinced the opserver who
stated thal the trude was progressing

absolutely true to form bhod given the |

sltuation close attention anid mature
Jjudgment.

Let us look at the facls ang see It
the present socalled abnormul coal
situation is not a pertectly normal con-
dition, a perfectly natural condition,
aud a condition tha was foreseen by
those who teok the pains to look *ha
situation plainly in the face. and alsn
a condition that is allogether likely to
obtain for a long period, a period ot
least extending until two years afler
the termination of the present world
WAr.

In the first place it will be reca'ied
that the official reports Issued by the
Geological Survey disclose that the bi-
tuminous coal industry was lpmenta
Lily and notoriously unprofitable for &
period of 10 years prior to 1916, and,
as & natural consequence of this condi-
tion, development did not keep pace
with the average growth in all other
branches of industry,

The worlti war caome suddenly, anu
practically all immigration from l.u-
rope was arrested and, in addition,
thousands of Austrian, Polish, Italian
and other miners who had not becoma
naturallzed citizens of tha United
States were called 1o the colors and
embarked for their native lands; the
steel, copper and allied industries, alt-
er some hesitatton, gradually revived,
and were finally speeded up to a de-
gree of activity unknown before,

The demands of the allies called for
such unprecedented amounts of steel,
copper and explosives, automoblle
trucks, elc., that a veritable boom in
bullding of new factories und homes
for their workmen resulted in a speed-
ing up in the building industry, By
the time the war was In progress 13
months business In all departments
wag golng at an unprecedented pace

The transportation system of tho
coun'ry, once the wonder of the world,
began to show signs of distress ns a
result of unwise and short-sighted reg-
ulation, which prevented it from de-
veloping sufficlently to take care of in-
creased Industrial requirements =sail-
road congestlon at practically every
industrial center {n the country and on
all rallronds east of the Mississippl
put In an appearance. Under these
cireumstances it possibly was nataral
for the raflroads, when they found
themselves voable to furnish all the
transportation wanted, to select that
which paid the highest rates, At any
rate, from whatever cause, the mines
were only furnished sufficient cars for
half operation and tho visible surplus
of bituminous coal
surely vanishing,

The large buyers of coal, accustomed
for years to telephoning the nearest
coal office for their requirements, sud
tenly discovered that buyers from se.-
tions more remote from sources of sap-
ply had bought all the availabie sup-
plles. Coal was moving from mines
slowly and in ever decreasing quanti-
ties; the severe winter and scant &n-
thracite supply threw a burden on
natural gas that soon exhausted the
supply of that ideal domestic fuel; the
emokeless and other high-grade coals
were dlverted to admirality purposes
and to industries along the Atlantic
Seaboard which had obeved the call of
full eteam ahead to satisfy the never-
ending call for more supplies from
abroad. Bteam coal, which had nevar
been used as a domestic fuel, was in
great demand all through the middle
west, northwest and in Canada, and,
by the first of the year 1917, an un-
précedented demaud was experienced,
with prices unheard of since the year
of the gréat anthracite strike,

vl kinds of luvestigations, Federal,

wis slowly but|

stote and municipal, were started,
reputable business men were sum-
moned before grand juries and other
Inquisitorfal bodies, newspapers wera
filled with scare-head articles dally
ahout the ravages of the coal “Trust.”
ignoring the fact that of all the greut
' basie industries of the country, coal,
alone, i¢ absolutely without organiza-
tion of any kind. During all of this
time of excitement, of grand jury in-
vestinations, Federal Trade investiga-
ilons, of denuncintions of & long suffei-
ling industry, apparently coming tem-
porarily into its own, we do not recali
one single constructive thougnt or sug:
gastion put forth by any of the doctors
called or injectod into the situation ex-
cept those given by the cosl man him-
| self,

While the coal operator was being
abused on all sides by demagogues and
| fnke uplifters, he was spending his
| time and money trying to convinee the

rallrond officlals that a system of car
distribution that permitted all the oth.
| er gread Industries to operate 24 hours
| day, while the mines could only oper-
ate five lours a day, would inevitahly
lead 1o o coul famine of long duration.
The enal man was laughed at, and his
| prediction that an industry that cen
jonly furnish its labor with employ-
ment half of the time cannot retiin
its labor for long, was scotfed at, In
| this case the expecied happened. Tho
| appeals for more cars fell upon deafl
!u:n:=: the miners are gradually leay-
| Ing the mines and taking employment
| where six days® employment {8 assureid
|and overtime to be had by the amol
tious. The resull? Permaneuily high-
| vr prices fer coal.

|  The consuming industries may as
| well recognize this fact now and pra.
| pate to acquire thelr own source of sup-
| ply or adjust thelr costs to a higher
{1lane. Indeed evidence is not lacke
ing that the more far-sighted consum-
ers in distant markets are actively on
'jihn lookout for properties that are
alrewdy developed. The tendency io
control prices by government agzecn-
cies will but accelerate the determina
| tion of large consumers of coal to own
| their own source of supply because, in
| free market, prices wlil bring coal,
| but in a controlled market, where zil
| purchnsers pay the saume price, cia.
| will, Uke kisses, go by favor,

Tho praiseworthy effort of the vari-
ous governmental agencies to contrel
the price of domestic coal and to elim-
Inate speculators from the situation
| has the sympathy of the legitinafe
trade, but with costs mounting high-
er every day, too low a basds must not
be insisted upon lest a too stringent
control arrest development in this most
important of all industries In this
world crisis. He was a wlse mian who
stated, "You cannot put business in a
straight jacket and expect it to move
naturally.”

The experienced operators of the
country, those who have large proper-
ties that they hope to work for years

for that eczema

'] might give you a formal preserip-
tion, but what's the use! It would cost
you more than a jar of Resincl and 7
shouldn't be nearly as sureof the vesulis)
You see, I have been tsing Resinol
Ointment for over twenty years. During
that time 1 have tried out dotens of new
ways of treating skin-troubles, but 1
have always come back to Resinol—1
Anow that it stops itching at once,
£enerally heals the eruption, and that it
containg nothing which could irritate the
skin, Youcangetajaratanydrugstors,’’

» have contended and contend

» that a price of 46 to $8 per ton
L. 0. b. mines is unjustitiable and i1s a
mensce to the coal Industry. Thuy
further eontend that with an 85 to 90
per cent. car supply, the actual coal
requirements of the country can be
met, and that prices will settle to &
reasopable basis, cost of labor, aup.
plies, ete., considered.

' RUFF STUEF

Lamp in the papes that since the
evacuation of Jacobstadt by the Rus:
sians the “situation |s serious” in that
country.

“« * @

y tolls on that kind
That {s the normal condition

Pahaw, why
of stuff ?
in Russla,

L ] L] L]

There are plenty of ducks right hera
in little old U, 8. A, who would thing
they were in heaven if they wera 1n a
country where the politics Is always ¢t
fever heat and working 365 days in
the #ar,

. s w

Football season is near at hand and

the Grand is about 1o reopen.
. L] -

Wonder if these two things will add

to our woes or lighten our carea?
- L] L)

Even s confirmed optimist will
tremble until he can get a line on botb.
. - L

The past is so tull of spectres.
. @

British gunboat hit a cathedray ia
Ostend the other day,
. & »

Germany promptly tells the werld
about f{t.
. 2 °
It's different when it s their cathe-
dral,
" = @ -

Or rather a cathedral they had hoped
10 miake theirs.
. @ =
The Argentine government has de.
cided that it wil not declare war upon
Germany at this time.
LI T
Well, unless the crowds were carsy-
ing on a fine bluff when they smashen
up the German stores last week tho
government may have to do a littia
fighting right at home.
L L] L]

I zood remedy.

WIEE WENTHER O

AASTHALF F 5

Cold and Unsettled Condi:
tions May Characteriz
.Scl:ond‘ Hali,

WASHINGTON, Sept. 24, —[ha
weather foreoast for the wooh bRine
ning September 24 Is as [ollows: |

Middle Atlantie Btates — Genehlly
fair weather indicated first hal of
week, followed by unsetiled weager,
with rain, during second balf. Sdna-
wiat warmer after Sunday. folloyed
by falling temperature toward ent nt
week,

South Atlantic and East Gulf Stdan
—Generally fair weather durlng ho
week, except showers first halflin
South Atlantic States, No declisd
temperature changes.

Ohie Valley and Tennessee — Ffir
weather early in week, followed by
showers in  the Ohio Valley ab&t
Tuesday., Generally falr thereaftir.
Rising temperature Sunday and M
day, followed by a moderate fall later.

Reglon of Great Lakes—The we
will open with fair and warmer wenth,
er, followed by rain about Monday of
Tuesday and again toward eie end
of the week, with somewhat lower ten.
peratures during the latter perlod
Otherwise the weather will be falr. |

WHAT WEST VIRGINIA
FOLKS SAY ABOUT ITY

Parkersburg, West Va.—"1 guffersd
with femals trouble since my third
shild was born. 4 1 suffered and was
anoyed for some time. 1 tried several
loctors who used local applications
with little benefit. A lady who !lli
simllar trouble had used Dr. Plerce's
Healing Suppositories with success, and
[ sent for some. The use of thém
does far more for me than any other
remedy, and makes me comfortable. 1
am grateful for them and am glad to
recommend them."—Mass, TLIE ‘ARe
riug, 400 Luebeck Ave, 3

Lynchburg, Va—#I can say thaf
Favorite I'rescription’ has proved &
I used it for the cone
dition usunl among women at fortye

A number of very well known local |five. It dld more than I could expacty
citizens last night got hack from na | l_l: did me o wonderful amount of good,

visit of & week In the peach country
in the eastern part of the state,
" 8 »

They came in a special coach,
L L] L]

And it is understood that thay will
not be socially sctive for some time 1o
come,

Rebekahs Decorate for
Tonight's Celebration

Ladies of West Virginia Lodge MNo.
64, Danghters of Rebekal, were busily
engaged in decorating thelr rooms :n
the Odd Fellows’ hall on Saturday
evening for the anniversary celebra
tion this evening.

During the evening Hayvden's orches-
tra will render musical selections and
a opumber of recitations will be given
by varlous members. One of the fs1- |
tures of the ocoaslon will be an address !
by Rev. Claude E. Goodwlin, pastor nf
the First Methodiet Episcopal church

The committes of arrangements is
composed of Miss Iva Merrifield, chair-
man; Mrs. J. F, Wright, Miss Miliia
Evane, Mrs. Lucy Bright and Mrs, Hat-
tie Lilly,

“THE AGENCY OF SERVICE"

]

Only one boltle was used but the bengs
fits were permanent, i

“My husband used ‘Golden Medical
Discovery’ for a cough and cold. Ha
saya it 18 the best medicine going. Ha
zave it to the children and says that is
why they are so well. We consider
Dr. Plerce’'s remedies the standard
family remedies."—Mrs, J, T. MAGANN,
1405 Jackson St.

Dr. Plerce's Favorlte Prescription 1s
1 remedy that any aillng woman can
|snfely take beeause it is prepared from
[coots, and Is not a secret remedy for
| ts Ingredients ure printed on wrapper,

Get it today, either in liquid or
mblet form, or write Dr. Pierce, Ine
valids’ Hotel, Buffalo, N. Y., for fres
and confidential medical advice,

NO CHARGE FOR THIS BOOK,

Send  three dimes (or stamps), to pay fot
wrapping and malliog and enclose thin notion,
and Doetor Plarce, of the Iuvallds' Hotel, Bof:
falo, N. Y., will #end oo a revised copy of his
Comimon Sense Medical Advisor, In cloth hinding,
1008 pages, with eolor plates,  Just what you
oeed In casa of sickness or necldent. Treats
of Physiology. Analomy, Sex problems, Marrlage
relatlons, Hygleoe, Exerclse, Discosy and s
proventlon,

S PILLS |

CHICHESTER S PIL
gl!’l%ln‘ I.lt:z .t'a‘é:.:-:’m:.éﬁle Y [
i S ’m |

—
|
= oL " Ask fop )
OND IIRAND for BB
years known ks Best, Safest, Always Rellabla |

CHARLES G.HOOD

FRIFMONT W YA

An Enemy
To Corns

As cOrns fre A0 enemy to hu-
man comfort go {8 Nyal's Corn
Remover an eflemy to corne: You
can get rid of the aché and you
can get rid of the eotns also if |
you but try this preparation.
Because others have failed you,
don’t think this will, It ig sure.

PRICE 25c.

CRANE'S
Drug Store

SOLD BY DRUGGISTS EVERYWNERE - -

Scott’s

Bracelet

Watches look |

well and keep I

good time

its manager to properly forecast
{ness,

A Bayinge Account with this
road.  Give it 4 trial.

4 PER CENT ON 8AVINGS

A

- CATITAL

king Ahead |

A portion of the sticces of any busthess is due to the abllity of
the condition thal affa:t thit bus-

Likewise the sutcass of any Individual f= dapendent 1n a largn
measure upon his forssight and preparation to moct oprortuniiisg,
Are you saving for the time when your opportunity shall coma’

bank will start you on tha tight

AND TIME CERTIFICATES

THE PEOPLES’ NATIONAL BANK
On the Corner Near the Postafrice.




